Day 3
Genesis 4:1-6:8

People these days are often proud of sporting a “tude”, short for attitude. Cain had a “tude” and it brought him nothing but trouble.  We have to read between the lines a little to get to know Cain.  The Bible says that Cain brought “some” of his fruits as an offering to God, but that Abel brought the “fat portions”, or the best, so right away we begin to wonder about where Cain’s devotion lies. Even when Cain shows unjustified anger, God still comes to him to reason with him and to try to help him out.

After Abel’s murder, Cain’s nature really begins to become clear.  When he is confronted by God, we hear his now famous retort of “Am I my brother’s keeper?” His regret is not that he murdered his brother, but that he is punished for the deed. He moans that his punishment is just too great.  As unbelievable as it may be to us, God still shows him mercy.


Next we find some pretty boring genealogies, but parts of them are interesting. The generations of Seth will be seen again in the Gospel of Luke, who traces Jesus’ ancestry all the way back through the years of the Old Testament through Seth to Adam and even to God, and note Enoch who is one of only two men in the Bible who never died!


The last of today’s reading begins the story of the Flood and gives us a clue as to why it had to happen. It wasn’t God’s impatience, but man’s evil heart. Note how emphatic the sentence reads, “…every inclination of the thoughts of his [mankind’s] heart was only evil all the time.”  Wow—that’s bad. One other thought for you to consider concerns the last verse of today’s reading. Why did Noah find favor with God? (If you would like a hint, see Hebrews 11:7.)

Even if today seems tough and a little foggy, we can still know peace because we have already seen in Genesis a God Who cares for us personally; One Who even in the midst of our doubt and rebellion comes to us offering His forgiveness and love.

